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VOLUME  II 
INTRODUCTION 


The   population  of  Boston,   like    that  of   the  Commonwealth 
and  the   Nation,  is   approaching   the   point  of  stability,   i.e., 
when   there  will  be  no   further  net  Increase.      This,   the 
second  Volume  of  The   People  of   Boston,  is    an  analysis   of   the 
city's   population  growth  forecasting  the  probable   increase 
and  changes  which   will   take  place. 

What   the  city's   population  is,  and  will  be,    determine 
not  only   the  development  of   municipal  services   and   activities, 
but  also  business    and  industrial   policies.      Our  social   order 
is  based  on  the   welfare  of  mankind;   and  to    plan   our  welfare  we 
must   envisage   the    character  and   quantity  of  one  basic   factor- 
people. 

With   this   objective,   the  City   Planning  Board  has  compiled 
material  from  the   Bureau  of  the    Census   and  from  the  Boston 
Health  Department,  which  has   been  conveniently  arranged  and 
analyzed  In   this  volume.      In  this  way   trends  are   established 
giving  a  very  reasonable  indication  of   the    direction  and  amount 
of   our  probable   population  changes. 

The  distribution  of   population,   as    reported  by  the   State 
Decennial  Census   for   1935,   is    presented  in  the    companion 
Volume  I  of   The   People   of  Boston.      These    two   volumes   are   the 
result  of  cooperation  not   only   of  state  and  municipal  depart- 


Ill 

merits,   but  also   of  the  Works    Progress   Administration. 
The  latter,   through  the    allocation  of  an  appropriation 
of  $20,644.10,  has  made  possible    the  preparation  of 
this  material. 

The   City   Planning   Board  is   deeply  appreciative  of 
the    assistance  rendered  by   the  Works   Progress  Administ- 
ration and  by  the    project  staff  members  who  have  worked 
diligently  and  conscientiously   to   the    end  that    the  report 
may  be  a  worthwhile  contribution  to    the  municipality  and 
its  citizens. 
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TKE  PEOPLE  OF  BOSTON 
Population  Trends 

The  rapid  movement  of  population  is  one  of  the  striking 
facts  of  our  time.   People  have  always  tended  to  drift,  but  the 
vast  improvements  in  transportation  facilities  in  the  past  few 
decades  have  made  the  movement  kaleidoscopic.   Certain  major 
historical  movements  may  readily  he  charted.   The  greatest 
growth  in  our  population  is  attributed  to  immigration  which 
was,  of  course,  responsible  for  nearly  our  entire  population 
in  the  first  instance.   Having  a  vast  country  with  tremendous 
natural  resources  the  population  naturally  became  agricultural 
and  maritime.   For  mutual  protection  communities  were  establish- 
ed.  They  increased  in  size  as  mechanical  improvements  were  in- 
vented and  it  became  advantageous  to  do  manufacturing  in  fact- 
ories rather  than  in  the  home. 

The  development  of  steam  power  during  the  middle  of  the 
nineteenth  century  was  a  large  factor  in  influencing  central- 
ization, as  such  power  was  cheap  and  convenient  but  could  be 
transmitted  only  for  short  distances.   This  steam  power  made 
it  possible  not  only  to  manufacture  conveniently  and  inexpen- 
sively, but  also  to  ship  long  distances  by  railroad.   This,  to- 
gether with  other  similar  factors,  caused  the  evolution  of  large 
cities,  one  of  which  became  the  center  of  a  great  metropolitan 
area  and  is  known  as  the  City  of  Boston. 

While  this  process  was  continuing  other  factors  were 
at  work  counterbalancing  the  trend  toward  centralization. 
The  evolution  of  electrical  power  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  preceding  century  and  improved  transportation  facili- 
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ties  made  It    less  necessary  to   concentrate  population 
in  congested  areas.      A  reversal   of   the   centralization 
movement  began  to   take  place  which  resulted  in  the   es- 
tablishment of   suburban  communities. 

Thus  we  find  the   trend  of  population  from  rural   to 
urban,  with  a   later  decentralization  to   suburban.      This 
reversal  of    trend,  coupled  with  the  heavy  restriction  on 
immigration,  has   caused  a  slowing  of  municipal   growth. 
A  net  loss   in  total  population  may  be   effected,   as   present 
birth  rates  will  hardly  maintain  our  population  without 
influx  from  other  sources.      The  restriction  of  immigra- 
tion not  only  loses    the  direct  influx  but  also   Its   poten- 
tial productivity  which  Is   about  40$  greater  in  foreign 
born  parents   than  in  parents  born  in   this    country. 

The  rate  of   increase   of  Boston's   population  has   been 
gradually  dropping  for   100  years.      For  the  decade  ending 
in  1840   the  peak  increase  of  52.1$  was   attained.      The 
subsequent   reduction  in  rate  was    somewhat  Irregular,   how- 
ever,  and  did  not  become    serious  until  the  present  century, 
when   the   rate  has   plummeted  from  25.1$  in  1900  to   4.4$  in 
1950. 

Population  figures   pertaining  to  a  single  census    are 
a  cross   section  of  the    people   enumerated  at  that  time. 
People,  however,  are  animate  and  are   constantly  moving. 
So  with  population  -   the   different  parts   of   the  whole  are 
ever   shifting.     Hence  to  obtain  an  accurate  picture   of 
the   direction  in  which   our  population  is  moving  and  probably 
will  continue   to  move,  it   Is  necessary  to   review  and  evaluate 
the   past   experience   of  the  numerous  population  components. 
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The  most  difficult  factor  in  the  present  work  has 
been  the  small  area  involved.   It  is  comparatively  easy 
to  establish  trends  for  an  immense  group  such  as  our 
National  population.   Errors,  which  are  inevitably  present, 
will  balance  themselves  and  become  insignificant  in  a  large 
area.   These  same  errors  become  more  important  as  the  area, 
and  consequently  the  number  of  people  involved,  decreases. 
For  this  reason  some  small  latitude  must  be  allowed  in  the 
figures  and  conclusions  presented  herein. 

Several  methods  for  such  an  analysis  are  available. 
The  Reproduction-Migration  method  is  considered  by  the  City 
Planning  Board  to  be  the  most  satisfactory,  and  is  followed 
in  this  instance. 

This  reduction  of  population  growth,  together  with  the 
revision  of  age  groupings,  has  already  begun  to  affect  our 
social  and  economic  life.   The  downward  trend  in  the 
number  of  children  is  established  by  the  lowered  birth  rate 
and  augmented  by  the  smaller  number  of  potential  mothers. 
For  several  years  results  of  this  trend  have  been  evident 
in  the  school  attendance  figures  which  attained  their 
maximum  of  138,000  in  1934.   While  the  higher  school 
grades  are  still  increasing  in  attendance  as  the  past  peak 
works  through  the  schools,  the  Incoming  groups  are  growing 
smaller  which  reduces  the  total  enrollment.   There  is  no 
evidence  that  this  trend  will  be  reversed,  hence  the  problem 
of  new  school  buildings  is  confined  to  replacements  and  the 
accommodation  of  changing  population  distribution.   The 
fact  that  the  juvenile  group  Is  decreasing  in  size  indicates 
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that  health   and  welfare   agencies  may  devote  more    time   to 
each  individual.      This    should  result  in  better  health  and 
less    juvenile   delinquency,  both  of  which  are  substantial 
factors   in  our  municipal  expenditures. 

Insofar  as    the  total  population  is    concerned  the 
drop  in  juvenile    population  will   be   just  about  balanced  by 
the    increase  in  the   older  age  groupings.      The   number   of 
persons    of  over  65  years   of  age  is   progressively  increasing. 
Adjustments  will   have  to    be  made  in  order   to   meet  old  age 
benefits  which  will  show   tremendous   increases.      The   restric- 
tion of   immigration  has  emphasized  both   the   reduction  In 
younger  age  groups   and  the    increase   in   the    older. 

Industry  will   eventually  need  to  alter   its   production   to 
supply  the    changed  demand.      Clothing,   while   being  needed  In 
about  the   same   quantities,  will  have   a  reduced  Infants'   market 
and  increased  sale    for   adults.      The   sale   of  toys  will  be 
somewhat  curtailed  while   a   rising  demand  will  occur  for  books 
and  periodicals.      Children  consume  nearly   twice  as  much  milk 
as   adults,  which   is  a   contributing  factor  in  the    difficulties 
encountered  in  the  dairy  business    in  recent  years.      In  an 
effort  to  use   surplus   milk  many  new  articles  are  now  being 
manufactured  from  it,    among  them  plastics,    adhesives   and 
fabrics. 

The   size   of   families   is   decreasing.      The   amount  of 
decrease   is  not   as  yet  significant  in  Boston  but  the  rate  of 
change   is  increasing  in  the  most   numerous   family  size0      If 
this    trend  continues   it  will  mean  more  houses   for    the   larger 
number  of  families,  but    the    houses  will  be   smaller. 
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This  will  result  in  a  rising  demand  for  building  mater- 
ials and  home  equipment,  such  as  plumbing  and  electrical 
supplies,  heating  units,  refrigerators,  radios  and  possibly 
automobiles.   Recreational  activities  may  also  feel  the 
change  in  population  in  time,  although  recreational  demands 
increase  so  fast  that  facilities  provided  immediately  be- 
come inadequate.   The  lessening  in  the  ordinary  activities 
of  public  schools  may  well  be  offset  by  their  more  extend- 
ed use  for  adult  recreation  and  education.  A  comprehensive 
plan  for  the  correlation  of  recreational  activities  as 
undertaken  by  schools,  libraries,  parks  and  playgrounds 
might  well  be  given  more  intensive  consideration  in 
connection  with  both  juvenile  and  adult  recreation  programs. 

Our  population  as  enumerated  by  the  1940  Census  will 
probably  show  a  very  small  increase  over  that  of  1930  -  pos- 
sibly not  over  2%,      The  following  decade  may  show  even  less 
than  1%,   bringing  our  maximum  population  up  to  a  figure  of 
approximately  805,000  persons.  Following  that  time  (unless 
radical  and  unexpected  changes  take  place)   the  population 
will  remain  stationary  or  perhaps  decline  as  the  surrounding 
areas  grow  at  Boston's  expense. 

This  stabilized  population  will  in  many  respects  be 
beneficial.   It  will  give  a  breathing  spell  during  which  our 
people  can  catch  up  with  themselves  and  learn  to  make  adequate 

*  For  several  decades  the  State  enumeration  has  been  sub- 
stantially above  that  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  figures  in  this  volume  are 
taken  exclusively  from  the  Federal  enumeration. 
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use  of  recent  improvements,  many  of  which  have  been  developed 
rapidly  for  an  increasing  volume  of  use.  As  adjustments  are 
made  it  is  conceivable  that  more  leisure  will  be  found  and 
our  existence  will  round  itself  into  a  more  abundant  life. 

Population  Growth 
Our  population  for  title  past  fifty  years  is  shown  by  Color, 
Nativity  and  Parentage  on  Table  I. 

TABLE  I 
POPULATION  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AND  PARENTAGE 


1890 


1900 


1910 


1920 


1930 


1940 


1.  Population 

2.  White 

3.  Native  Born  White 

4.  Native  Parents 

5.  Foreign  Parents 

6.  Mixed  Parents 

7.  Foreign  Born  White 

8.  Negro 

9.  Other  Races 


448477 

560892 

670585 

748060 

781188 

439887 

548083 

655696 

730485 

758756 

283209 
135740 

147469 

353130 

146193 

157543 

49394 

414974 

157870 

195422 

61682 

491566 

181811 

238241 

71514 

529400 

200130 

248653 

80617 

156678 

194953 

240722 

238919 

229356 

8125 
465 

11591 
1218 

13564 
1325 

16350 
1225 

20574 
1858 

NOTES :- 


From  Federal  Census  Reports.  Line  1.  Total  of  residents 
of  Boston.  Lines  2,  8  and  9.  Subdivision  of  line  1. 
Line  3.  The  native  born  white  only  of  lines  2.   Lines  4, 
5  and  6.  Total  of  native  born  white,  line  3.  Line  7.  This 
with  line  3.  equals  white  population  line  2. 


The  same  population  by  ages  and  sex  is  presented  on  Table 
II,  and  in  Graphs  II.  to  VI.  inclusive,  pages  25  to  29. 
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POPULATION  TRENDS 
TABLE    II 
POPULATION  BY  AGE  GROUPS  AND   SEX 


Ages 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1890 

1900 

Under  1 

4501 

4296 

8797 

6215 

6258 

12473 

1  To  4 

15832 

15372 

31204 

22413 

22475 

44888 

5  To  9 

18304 

18275 

36579 

24495 

24401 

48896 

10  To  14 

18068 

18175 

36243 

21202 

21160 

42362 

15  To  19 

18942 

20909 

39851 

19965 

22289 

42254 

20  To  24 

24418 

28171 

52589 

26199 

31661 

57860 

25  To  29 

25270 

26597 

51867 

31759 

33123 

64882 

30  To  34 

20646 

20415 

41061 

28603 

27119 

55722 

35  To  44 

31214 

32289 

63503 

43748 

41717 

85465 

45  To  54 

21124 

22240 

43364 

25910 

26816 

52726 

55  To  64 

11209 

13296 

24505 

14145 

16231 

30376 

Over  65 

7136 

9963 

17099 

8301 

11919 

20220 

Unknowns 

1090 

725 

1815 

1967 

801 

2768 

TOTAL 

217754 

230723 

448477 

274922 

285970 

560892 

1910 

1920 

Under  5 

32265 

31460 

63725 

35817 

35029 

70846 

5  To  9 

28568 

28211 

56779 

32900 

22775 

65675 

10  To  14 

27593 

27723 

55316 

30770 

30578 

61348 

15  To  19 

27074 

28792 

55866 

27839 

29323 

57162 

20  To  24 

32610 

34540 

67150 

31914 

35664 

67578 

25  To  29 

33489 

34214 

67703 

35438 

36776 

72214 

30  To  34 

29847 

30788 

60635 

32348 

31283 

63631 

35  To  44 

53440 

53489 

106929 

56636 

57574 

114210 

45  To  54 

35162 

35178 

70340 

45383 

44436 

89819 

55  To  64 

17998 

20401 

38399 

24711 

26240 

50951 

Over  65 

11254 

15814 

27068 

13993 

19107 

33100 

Unknowns 

403 

272 

675 

1087 

519 

1606 

TOTAL 

329703 

340882 

670585 

368836 

369304 

748140 

1930 

1940 

Under  5 

31568 

30806 

62374 

5  To  9 

33359 

32870 

66229 

10  To  14 

32359 

32639 

64998 

15  To  19 

32198 

33767 

65965 

20  To  24 

33057 

37700 

70757 

25  To  29 

32814 

34771 

67585 

30  To  34 

31242 

31756 

62998 

35  To  44 

60419 

59089 

119508 

45  To  54 

46266 

47170 

93436 

55  To  64 

30671 

32745 

63416 

Over  65 

18776 

23861 

42637 

Unknowns 

725 

560 

1285 

TOTAL 

383454 

397734 

781188 

1920 


1922        1924 


1926 


1928 


1930 


1932         1934 


1936       1938 


1940 
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The    basis   for   estimates   of  future    population   is   found  In 
the    study    of   basic   components  of   our   population   -  Births,   Deaths 
and   Migration.      The    crude  birth  rate   in   the    city  lias   dropped 
from  22.55   per    thousand   in  1920   to    13.39   in  1958,  a    drop  of 
41$,  as  shown  on  Table  III.     While  the   crude  death  rate  has 
also   dropped  during  the  same   period  the  reduction  has  been 
far  less,   or    from  13.03  per  thousand  in  1920   to    10.73  in  1938, 
a  decrease  of    only  18$,   see    Table   IV.     While   the  annual   num- 
ber of  births    over   deaths   in  1920  was   7156,   it  had  reduced  to 
4979  in  1930  and  to    2509   in  1938.      If  this    trend  continues   a 
point  will  be  reached  soon  after  1950   when  people  will  be 
dying  faster  than  they  are   born.      The   birth  and   death  rates 
are  shown  graphically  on  Graph  I.      "Natural"   population 
Increase,    as   determined  purely  by  births  and  deaths  ,  has  been 
estimated   from  the    1930   population  by    the  application  of 
specific  birth  rates   for  Massachusetts   as  f ollows  •-:!■ 

Specific  Birih    Rates   -  Massachusetts 
Annual    -  Births   per  1000  women 

Age  Native  White  Foreign  Born  White  Colored 

15-19  23.0  38.8  70.1 

20-24  94.2  123.5  139.3 

25-29  110.1  146.3  107.2 

30-34  85.4  115.1  85.9 

35-39  49.1  71.7  55.2 

40-44  15.6  26.5  21.7 

and  by  the    application   of  life    tables    as   estimated  by   Thompson 
&  Whelpton  for    the    United  States,  1930-34,    as   follows:** 

*     National  Resources   Committee   "Suggested  Procedure  for    Population 
Studies   by  State   Planning  Boards" 
**     National   Resources   Committee    "Population  -   State  Data" 
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5-YEAR  SURVIVAL  RATIOS   FOR    5-YEAR  AGE  CLASSES 


Age. 

Native 

White. 

Foreign 

Born  White. 

Negro . 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Birth 

to  1 

.9349 

.9474 

...» 

.... 

.9095 

.9236 

2-4 

.9358 

.9864 

.9825 

.9888 

.9765 

.9789 

5-9 

.9924 

.9938 

.9890 

.9923 

.9895 

.9906 

10-14 

.9907 

.9934 

.9863 

.9904 

.9830 

.9826 

15-19 

.9371 

.9839 

.  9846 

.9872 

.9652 

.9621 

20-24 

.9843 

.9861 

.9834 

.9853 

.9532 

.9584 

25-29 

.9316 

.9835 

.9809 

.9837 

.9454 

.9531 

30-34 

.9769 

.9807 

.9763 

.9797 

.9313 

.9437 

35-39 

.9612 

.9768 

.9648 

.9749 

.9209 

.9309 

40-44 

.9597 

.9692 

.9502 

.9658 

.9005 

.9129 

45-49 

.9442 

.9581 

.9320 

.9510 

.8807 

.8916 

50-54 

.9223 

.9424 

.9038 

.9262 

.8574 

.8554 

55-59 

.3364 

.9128 

.8645 

.8904 

.8260 

.8223 

60-64 

.3362 

.8709 

.8135 

.8387 

.7862 

.7876 

65-69 

.7592 

.3025 

.7434 

.7693 

.7271 

.7464 

70-74 

.6564 

.7005 

.6493 

.6727 

.6689 

.7047 

75-79 

.5278 

.5660 

.5195 

.5406 

.5496 

.6257 

80-84 

.3945 

.4210 

.3721 

.3854 

.4267 

.5655 

85-39 

.2754 

.2815 

.2538 

.2629 

.2770 

.4743 

90-94 

.1581 

.1900 

.1876 

.1795 

.2002 

.3250 

This    "natural"    increase  would  affect  a  population  as   shown 
on  Table   V.   attaining  a  maximum  in  1955.      These  figures  will  be 
modified,  however,  by  migration  which  Is  greater  out  of   the   city 
than   into  it,   thus    reducing  the   "natural"   population  Increase. 

Migration 

The   net   out-migration  has  been   shown'    to   have  been  7474 
in  the  decade   ending  with  1920  and  28,639  in  the    following  decade. 
It  is   estimated   that   the  present   decade  will  remain  about    the   same 
as   the   last    (28,800)    and  will  drop  to   14,600   and  2600   in   the   decades 
ending  in  1950  and  1960.      This  will  cause  a   population  growth  to 
800,000  in  1940   and   805,000   In  1950,   dropping  to    802,900  in  1960. 

The   peak  may,  however,   be   reached  in  1040  If   the   Federal 
Census    shows   appreciably  less   than  800,000  for  that  year. 


*  Boston  Municipal   Research  Bureau  -  Bulletin  #80 
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P0PULATI01T   TRENDS 
TABLE  III 
BIRTH  RATE 

RESIDENTS  ONLY  -  INCLUDING  SEX 

(LIVE  BIRTHS  ONLY) 


Year   Total  Births  Rat©  per  1000   Kale 


Female 


1920 

16948 

22.55 

8754 

8194 

1921 

16794 

22.16 

8589 

8205 

1922 

15887 

20.79 

8290 

7597 

1923 

16155 

20.94 

8258 

7897 

1924 

16558 

21.29 

8471 

8067 

1925 

15511 

19.55 

7861 

7450 

1926 

14981 

19.05 

7659 

7542 

1927 

15177 

19.14 

7791 

7586 

1928 

14551 

18.18 

7421 

7110 

1929 

15846 

17.19 

7076 

6770 

1930 

15812 

17.66 

7057 

6775 

1931 

12869 

16.59 

6655 

6216 

1952 

15092 

16.60 

6793 

6299 

1955 

12179 

15.58 

6237 

5942 

1954 

11792 

14.85 

6072 

5720 

1955 

11660 

14.60 

6061 

5599 

1956 

11452 

14.28 

5855 

5597 

1957 

11588 

14.11 

5811 

5577 

1958 

11188 

15.89 

5766 

5422 

1959 

1940 


NOTES  :- 


Total  Births  for  City  from  Boston  Health 
Department.   Annual  Reports. 
The  Rates  based  on  population  of  Boston 
as  given  in  Health  Department  Reports. 
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POPULATIOII   TRENDS 
TABLE   IV 
DEATH    RATE 
RESIDENTS    ONLY   -   INCLUDING   SEX 


Year 


Total  Deaths 


Rates  per  1000 


Male 


Female 


1912 

10195 

16.17 

5281 

4914 

1913 

10297 

16.10 

5384 

4863 

1914 

10287 

15.76 

5397 

4890 

1915 

10411 

16.06 

5411 

5000 

1916 

10963 

16.78 

5815 

4148 

1917 

10871 

16.48 

5813 

5058 

1918 

15023 

22.24 

8877 

7146 

1919 

9793 

13.09 

4898 

4895 

1920 

9792 

13.03 

4795 

4997 

1921 

8405 

11.09 

4217 

4188 

1922 

9562 

12.51 

4822 

4740 

1923 

9618 

12.48 

4879 

4739 

1924 

9074 

11.68 

4698 

4376 

1925 

9530 

12.07 

4955 

4575 

1926 

9564 

12.15 

4812 

4752 

1927 

9027 

11.38 

4631 

4386 

1928 

9376 

11.73 

4753 

4723 

1929 

9383 

11.65 

4760 

5025 

1930 

8833 

11.29 

4471 

5632 

1931 

8803 

11.21 

4451 

4352 

1932 

8844 

11.21 

4554* 

4289 

1933 

8938 

11.29 

4742 

4196 

1934 

9146 

11.50 

4807 

4339 

1935 

9269 

11.61 

4832 

4437 

1936 

9284 

11.58 

4955 

4329 

1937 

9286 

11.53 

4918 

4363 

1938 

8679 

10.73 

4565 

4114 

1939 

1940 

NOTES  .— 


*  -  One  Sex  Unknown 

Total  deaths  for  City  from  Boston  Health  Department. 

Annual  Reports. 

The  Rates  based  on  population  of  Boston  as  given  in 

Health  Department  Reports. 
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It  has    been   stated  that   migration    estimates    are   very   difficult 
to   make.      This   is    because   the    census   enumeration   does  not    in- 
clude  as  yet  sufficient  information  relative    to    the   internal 
movement  of  our  people,   except   as  such  movement    transcends    state 
boundaries. 

Age  and  Sex 

In   Table  II.    it  is  seen   that    the   mode  of   our   population 
falls  in  the    age   class    of   35-44   throughout   the  five  decades, 
and   the    percentage    of   the    total   remains    generally  fixed  at 
about  15$. 

The   dispersion  below  age    44  however  shows   a   constantly 
reducing   percentage  of    the    total   population  whereas    the    ages 
of  45   and    over    show  a   steady   increase  in  percentage.      These 
trends,   which  have  become   throughly  established  during   the 
past  half   century  will  accelerate   in  our    future   population 
as    shown  on   Table  V. 

School  Attendance 
Attendance   of   the    public   schools,  which  has   averaged 
65$  of  the  5-19  age  groups,   will,   if  the   percentage   remains 
unchanged,   lower    the    school  population  from  132,870,  which 
it  was   in  1930,   to    121,000  in  1940,    118,000   in  1950  and   to 
108,000  in  1960.      Because  of  this  fact  it  has  already  been 
conceded   that  the    only  new  school  buildings  which  will  be 
needed  will   be   replacements   of    obsolete  structures,    and  cer- 
tain new  school  houses   to    care   for   geographical  changes   in 
the    population.      A  number  of   school  buildings   in  the   city  are 
at  present   closed  because  of  the   movement   of    population  out 
of   certain  districts  of   the   municipality.      This   large   overall 
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POPULATION  TRENDS 
TABLE   V 
"NATURAL"   INCREASE  PROM  1930 

1930       1940  1950  1960 

Total  731,188  828,847  848,432  845,946 

Under   5  years  62,374  66,185  59,910  57,935 

5   to    9  years  66,229  66,725  62,215  56,750 

10   to    14  years  64,998  60,998  64,700  58,505 

15   to    19  years  65,965  65,214  65,570  61,195 

20   to    24  years  70,757  63,646  59,659  63,245 

25   to  29  years  67,585  64,122  63,374  63,745 

30   to    34  years  62,998  68,383  61,523  57,721 

35    to   39  years  64,115  64,831  61,578  60,811 

40   to   44  years  55,393  59,572  64,774  58,255 

45   to   49  years  50,178  59,540  60,332  57,436 

50   to    54  years  43,258  50,134  54,119  59,143 

55   to    59   years  35,696  43,587  51,885  52,910 

60   to    64  years  27,720  35,304  40,888  44,554 

65   to    69  years  19,602  26,518  32,340  38,725 

70  to    74  years  12,120  17,837  22,729  26,353 

75  and  over  10,915  16,251  22,836  28,663 
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decrease  in  the  school  population  may  well  anticipate  a  lower- 
ing in  the  cost  of  juvenile  education,  a  welcome  reduction  in 
the  largest  single  item  of  the  city's  expenses. 

Family  Composition 
A  significant  transition  in  the  housing  demands  of  the 
community  is  shown  in  the  marital  conditions  of  our  population 
15  Years  Old  and  Over,  Table  VI,  and  of  Families  by  Size, 
Table  VII.   The  former  shows  that  a  constant  50$  of  our  pop- 
ulation over  15  years  of  age  is  married  even  though  the  rate 
of  increase  in  married  persons  is  declining.   This  is  in  part 
offset  by  the  fact  that  the  population  of  under  15  is  declining 
at  an  increasing  rate.   The  increase  in  the  number  of  families 
will  mean  a  similar  Increase  in  the  need  of  new  houses  over 
and  above  the  replacement  of  obsolete,  burned  or  demolished 
structures.   The  latter  table,  however,  shows  that  the  size 
of  these  families  is  decreasing.   In  1890  the  mode  was  the 
family  of  5  persons  consisting  of  17.7$  of  the  total  number  of 
families,  followed  closely  by  families  of  4,  making  up  17.5$. 
The  average  size  of  all  families  was,  however,  5.0.   In  1900 
the  mode  and  dispersion  were  about  the  same  as  In  1890  with  a 
population  increase  of  25,1$.   In  this  decade  the  average  size 
of  all  families  had  dropped  to  4.8  persons.  By  the  decade  end- 
ing in  1930,  although  the  number  of  families  of  3  persons  had 
increased  to  18.9$,  it  had  nevertheless  dropped  to  second  place 
in  size,  with  families  of  2  persons  assuming  the  lead  with  22.1$ 
of  the  total  families,  and  families  of  4  persons  dropping  to  16.7$. 
The  average  size  of  all  families  was  then  4.36  persons.   During 
forty  years  the  total  number  of  families  had  doubled,  while  the 
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POPULATION   TRENDS 
TABLE  VI 
LIARITAL  CONDITIONS   15  YEARS    OLD  AND   OVER  BY  SEX 


Male 

Per  Cent 

Female 

Per  Cent 

Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Unknown 

163412 
100093 

9113 
425 

1879 

1900 
59.4 

36.4 

3.3 

.2 

.7 

159015 

98691 

26678 

781 

805 

55.6 

34.5 

9.3 

.3 

.3 

TOTAL 

274922 

100. 

285970 

100. 

Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Unknown 

106279 

122810 

10802 

914 

472 

1910 

44.0 

50.9 

4.6 

•  4 

.1 

101490 

120215 

30110 

1516 

157 

40.0 

47.4 

11.9 

.6 

.1 

TOTAL 

241277 

100. 

253488 

100. 

Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Unknown 

111245 

142521 

13085 

1358 

1060 

1920 

41.3 

52.9 

4.9 

.5 

.4 

105906 

137853 

35055 

1694 

414 

37.7 

49.1 

12.5 

.6 

.1 

TOTAL 

269269 

100. 

280922 

100. 

Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Unknown 

120182 

149209 

13302 

2234 

1241 

1930 

42.0 

52.1 

4.5 

.9 

.5 

115321 

147260 

35029 

3106 

703 

38.3 

48.9 

11.6 

1.0 

.2 

TOTAL 

286168 

100. 

301419 

100. 

Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

Unknown 

1940 

TOTAL 

From  Federal  Census  Reports 
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populati  on  had  Increased  74^.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  number  of  families  of  one  person  had,  during  this  period, 
increased  seven  times  1 


TABLE  VII 

FAMILIES  BY 

SIZE 

i 

1890 

1900 

1930 

1940 

Persons 

Families 

Families 

Families 

Families 

1 

2674 

5199 

18148 

2 

13409 

18684 

39719 

3 

15870 

20930 

34002 

4 

15536 

20195 

29958 

5 

13385 

16788 

22366 

6 

9674 

12590 

14811 

7 

6881 

8602 

9263 

8 

4448 

5579 

5224 

9 

2702 

3316 

2895 

10 

2281 

1884 

1538 

11  and  over 

2856 

3477 

1276 

TOTAL 


89716 


117244 


179200 


From  Federal  Census   Reports 


Employment 

Employment    figures,    presented  on  Table   VIII   shows   the 
great  extent  to   which   the   people   of   Boston  are   engaged  in  in- 
dustrial pursuits.      Not  only  are    the  men  employed  most  heavily, 
with  one   exception,   In  industry,  hut  the  women,    outside  of 
domestic   service,   were   also   so    employed  in  three   of   the   five 
decades.      In   the   last   two  decades  industry  had  dropped   to 
second   place  wi  th  female  workers,   its   previous    position 
having  been   replaced  with  the  number  of  clerical  workers. 

It  Is  natural  in  a   large    trading   center  such  as   Boston 
that  a   large   percentage   of  male  workers   should  be  engaged  in 
business.      It   is    worthy  of  note    that  female   professional   ser- 
vice  increased  over    three    times   between  1900    and  1950  and 
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POPULATION   TRENDS 
TABLE   VIII 
GAINFULLY   OCCUPIED  MALE   AND   FEMALE   10  YEARS   AND   OVER    BY  OCCUPATION 


1880  1900  1910  1920 

Male       Fern.  Male     Fern.         Male       Fem.         Male         Fern. 


1930 

Male  Fem. 


1 
Agric. 

2 
Forestry- 
Fishing 

3-4 
Minerals 
Manuf . 
Industry 

5-6 
Transport 
Communic. 
Trade 

7 
Pub.Serv. 

8-9 
Pro.Serv. 
Dom.Serv. 

10 
Clerical 


1023 


19 


1531 


43 


2027 


133 


1946 


32 


40694  15206 


37745   3042 


183      2     100 
6177  0  20250   86020  27260  103418 


69667  15916 


30851  22614 


31301   1859   31322 

43213  10066   42252 

7069     87   11007 


10666  4811   11192   8742   12423 
37749  2931S   20150  33746   19245 


-26056 

3666 

10464 

113 

107  59 

26969 


1420 
1869 

79 
S3097 

31872 

46641 

11417 

14768 

23319 


31 


19067  14431   24192   26243   22448 


20668 

3556 

10646 

142 

14996 
28922 

29453 


TOTAL 


110313  38881   181183  70339  220222  96326  245905  104302  246930  108416 


NOTES : - 


From  Federal  Census  Report. 

Line  1.  Includes  line  2  for  1880  through  1920. 

Line  3.  "Extraction  of  Minerals"  and  4,  "Manufacturing 

and  Mechanical  Industries"  are  combined  for 

1880  -  1900. 
Line  5.  "Transportation  and  Communication"  and  6,  are 

combined  for  1880  -  1900. 
Line  7.  Is  "Public  Service,  not  elsewhere  classified" 
Line  8.  "Professional  Service"  and  Line  9.  "Domestic 

and  Personal  Service"  are  combined  for  1880  - 

1900. 
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woulti  have  "been  shown  to  "be  even  greater  if  clerical  workers  had 
been  tabulated  as  such  in  1900.   During  this  time  male  profession- 
al service  increased  only  38^» 

As  to  the  age  of  workers,  the  productive  age  group  of  20-44 
years,  Table  IX,  has  remained  a  fairly  uniform  percentage  of  the 
whole,  dropping  slightly  but  averaging  about  62^.   This  age  group, 
to  a  great  extent,  supports  both  the  younger  and  older  population. 
In  this  combined  total  there  is  the  definite  trend  shown  elsewhere 
of  the  reduction  in  juvenile  ages  and  increase  in  the  number  of 
elderly  people.   The  total  number  of  gainful  workers  increased  11$ 
between  1910  and  1920,  while  In  the  decade  following  the  increase 
was  only  1.4/o. 

Population  by  Districts  of  the  City 
The  population  of  Boston  "by  the  historical  and  geographical 
subdivisions  of  the  city  from  1790  to  1930  as  enumerated  by  the 
Federal  Census  is  shown  on  Table  X. 

Population  of  Voting  Age 
In  Appendix  I.  is  shown  the  Federal  Census'  Report  of  the 
population  of  voting  age  by  sex,  color  and  nativity. 

Automobile  Accident  Deaths 
Appendix  II.  includes  a  tabulation  of  motor  vehicle  fatal- 
ities occurring  in  Boston  from  1912  to  1938  inclusive  as  tabulated 
by  the  Boston  Health  Department. 
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P0PULATI0N  TRENDS 
TABLE  IX 
GAINFUL  WORKERS  10  YEARS  AND  OVER  BY  AGE  AND  SEX 


Ages 

Female 

Male 

Total 

Ages 

Female 

Male 

Total 

1910 

1920 

10  To 

13 

43 

308 

351 

10  To  13 

49 

250 

299 

14  To 

15 

1985 

2900 

4885 

14  Years 

470 

799 

1269 

16  To 

20 

18317 

21694 

40011 

15  Years 

1222 

1817 

3039 

21  To 

44 

60086 

138805 

198891 

16  Years 

2537 

3157 

5694 

Over  - 

15 

15895 

56516 

72410 

17  Years 

18  To  19 
20  To  24 
25  To  44 
45  To  64 
Over  65 
Unknowns 

3354 

8725 

21994 

44951 

18803 

2065 

132 

3742 

9278 

29023 

121890 

66778 

8761 

410 

7096 
18003 
51017 
166841 
85581 
10826 
524 

TOTAL 

96326 

220222 

316548 

TOTAL 

104302 

245905 

350207 

1930 

1940 

10  To 

17 

4561 

5018 

9579 

18  To 

19 

9004 

8855 

17859 

20  To 

24 

24467 

28659 

53126 

25  To 

29 

16295 

31432 

47727 

30  To 

34 

10871 

30390 

41261 

35  To 

39 

9989 

31246 

41235 

40  To 

44 

8188 

27571 

35759 

45  To 

49 

7647 

24218 

31865 

50  To 

54 

6312 

20347 

26659 

55  To 

59 

4728 

16199 

20927 

60  To 

64 

3249 

11506 

14755 

65  To 

69 

1835 

6989 

8824 

70  To 

74 

768 

2822 

3590 

Over  r 

!b 

341 

1269 

1610 

Unknowns 

161 

409 

570 

TOTAL 

108416 

246930 

355346 

From  Federal  Census  Reports 
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POPULATION    TRENDS 
TABLE  X 
POPULATION  OF  BOSTON  BY   GEOGRAPHICAL  SUBDIVISIONS 

FEDERAL  CENSUS 


lear. 

Boston, 

Boston 

East 

The 

South 

With 

Proper: 

Boston 

Islands 

Bos  ton 

Annexa- 

A City 

(1637) 

(1804) 

tions. 

1822 

1790 

18,320 

18,038 

«. 

282 

— 

1800 

24,937 

24,655 

- 

282 

- 

1310 

33,787 

32,896 

18 

519 

354 

1820 

43,298 

- 

- 

m 

• 

1830 

61,392 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1840 

93,383 

85,475 

1,455 

277 

6,176 

1850 

136,881 

113,721 

9,526 

325 

13,309 

1860 

177,840 

133,563 

18,356 

1,000 

24,921 

1870 

250,526 

138,781 

23,816 

1,700 

39,215 

1880 

362,839 

147,075 

28,381 

1,545 

56,369 

1890 

448,477 

161,330 

36,930 

M 

66,791 

1900 

560,892 

167,257 

43,478 

2,278 

67,809 

1910 

670,585 

193,274 

55,085 

3,403 

71,703 

1920 

748,060 

181,193 

60,778 

2,273 

63,815 

1930 

781,188 

151,818 

59,242 

2,212 

58,039 
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PO POTATION   TRENDS 
TABLE  X 
POPULATION   OF  BOSTON  BY  GEOGRAPHICAL  SUBDIVISIONS 

FEDERAL  CENSUS 


Roxbury 

Dorchester 

West 

Brighton 

Charles- 

Hyde 

(1867) 

(1869) 

Roxbury 

(1873) 

town 

Park 

(1873) 

(1873) 

(1912) 

2,226 

1,722 

1,583 

2,765 

2,347 

- 

- 

2,751 

- 

3,669 

2,930 

- 

608 

4,959 

- 

4,135 

3,684 

- 

702 

6,591 

• 

5,247 

4,074 

- 

972 

8,783 

- 

9,089 

4,875 

_ 

1,425 

11,484 

— 

18,364 

7,969 

- 

2,356 

17,216 

- 

25,137 

9,769 

6,310 

3,375 

25,065 

- 

34,753 

12,261 

8,686 

4,967 

28,323 

4,136 

57,123 

17,890 

14,032 

6,693 

33,731 

7,088 

78,411 

29,638 

24,997 

12,032 

38,348 

10,193 

105,393 

77,483 

37,263 

19,279 

40,652 

13,244 

117,727 

115,780 

45,594 

26,575 

41,444 

15,507 

126,525 

156,006 

63,067 

42,102 

34,272 

18,029 

122,509 

187,103 

88,327 

56,362 

31,663 

23,913 
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POPULATION  TRENDS 
APPENDIX.  I 
POPULATION  OF  VOTING  AGE  BY  SEX,  COLOR,  NATIVITY 


1890 


1900 


1910 


1920 


1930 


fo   of 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

Number 

Pop. 

Number 

Pop. 

Number 

Pop. 

Number 

Pop. 

Number 

Pop. 

Total 

1S7910 

30.7 

176068 

31.4 

208321 

31.1 

480940 

64.3 

507711 

65.0 

Male 

___ 

-__ 

___ 

_„_ 



255790 

31.6 

247490 

31.7 

Female 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — — 

245150 

32.7 

260220 

33.3 

Native  White 

71593 

15.9 

89434 

15.9 

98945 

14.8 

246816 

32.9 

275616 

35.4 

Native   Parents 





47733 

8.5 

47806 

7.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foreign  or 





41701 

7.4 

51139 

7.6 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Mixed  Parents 

Foreign-Born 

White  Total 

62912 

14.0 

81058 

14.6 

103160 

15.3 

221036 

29.6 

216349 

27.4 

Naturalized 

— . 

— 

___. 

— 

477  91 

7.1 

102822 

13.7 

114119 

14.5 

Allen 

-— 



_._ 



40516 

6.1 

88769 

11.9 

72974 

9.3 

1st  Papers 



___ 

10438 

1.5 

20360 

2.7 

22254 

2.8 

not  reported 

— 

___ 

— 

— 

4415 

.6 

9085 

1.3 

7002 

.8 

Negro 

3405 

.8 

4441 

.8 

5070 

.8 

12086 

1.7 

14330 

2.0 

Other  Races 

1135 

1146 

.2 

1002 

.1 

1416 

.2 

NOTES :- 


From  Federal  Census  Reports. 

1890,  1900  and  1910  Male  Only,  1920  and  1930  Male  and  Female, 

Parentage  of  Native  White  not  recorded  for  1890,  1920  and 

1930. 

Status  of  Foreign-Born  White  not  recorded  for  1890  and  1900. 

Negro  and  Other  Races  combined  In  1890. 

The  Native  White,  Foreign-Born  White,  Negro  and  Other  Races 

equal  the  Total  in  first  line. 

The  Male  and  Female  also  equal  the  Total  in  first  line. 

The  Naturalized,  Alien,  l3t  Papers  and  Not  Reported  equal 

the  Foreign-Born  White  Total. 
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POPULATION   TRENDS 
APPENDIX    II 
AUTOMOBILE  ACCIDENT  DEATHS 
RESIDENTS   AND  NON-RESIDENTS 


Population Year Total  Deaths     Rate  per  1000 


55  .05 

42  .06 

47  .07 

58  .08 


4*721,344  1912 

#721,344  1915 

#721,344  1914 

745,459  1915  oo  ,uo 

746,085  1916  75  .10 

746,598  1917  81  .11 

747,115  1918  114  -.15 

747,628 1919 129 .17, 

748,888  1920  90  .12 

752,200  1921  104  .14 

755,512  1922  121  .16 

758,824  1925  132  .17 

762,156  1924  157  .18 

765,448  1925  152  .20 

768,760  1926  150  .20 

772,072  1927  151  .17 

775,384  1928  135  .18 

778,696  1929  151 .17 

782,008  1950  119  .15 

785,520  1951  159  .18 

788,652  1952  146  .19 

791,944  1953  139  .18 

795,256  1954  160  .20 

798,568  1955  161  .20 

801,880  1956  157  .20 

805,192  1937  150  .19 

808,504  1958  115  .14 

811,816 1959 95 .12 

1940 


NOTES :- 

Total   automobile    deaths   including  Non-Res idents, 
from  Boston  Health  Department  Annual  Reports. 

Population  as  used  by  Health  Department,   #  is 
five  year  average. 
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POPULATION  IN  THOUSANDS 

POPULATION     OF   BOSTON     IN    1890 

BY    SEX    ORIGIN  AND  FIVE  YEAR  AGE  GROUPS 


AGE 

90 
OVER 

B589 
8084 
75  79 
70  74 


MALE 


FEMALE 


AGE 


CITY     PLANNING     BOARD 

BOSTON  MASS. 

SOURCE       U.S.      CENSUS 
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KEY 

COLORED 
NATIVEWHITE  NATIVE  BARENTS 
NAT  IVE  WHITE  FO  REIG  N  PARENTS 
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POPULATION  IN  THOUSANDS 

POPULATION     OF   BOSTON     IN    1900 

BY   SEX    ORIGIN  AND  FIVE  YEAR  AGE  GROUPS 


AGE 

90 

OVER 

B5-89 
80-84 


SOURCE        U.S.      CENSUS 
75-79N   GRAPH BZ 


70-74 
65«9 
60-64 


MALE 


FEMALE 


CITY      PLANNING       BOARD 
BOSTON  MASS. 


KEY 
COLORED 

NATIVEWHITE 

FOREIGN   BORN       WHITE 


■^i 


AGE 
90 

OVER 
-B5-89 

-80-64 

75-79 


70-74 

65-69 
6064 

55-59 
50-54 

45-49 
40-44 

135-39 
30-34 

2529 


5559 
5054 


4549 

4044 

35-39 

30-34 

25-29 

2024 

15-19 

10-14 

5-9 

0-4 
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20-24 
15-19 
10-  14 
5-9 
0-4 


POPULATION     OF    BOSTON     IN    1910 

BY   SEX    ORIGIN  AND  FIVE  YEAR  AGE  GROUPS 


MALE 


FEMALE 
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POPULATION  IN   THOUSANDS 


POPULATION     OF   BOSTON     IN    1920 

BY    SEX    ORIGIN  AND  FIVE  YEAR  AGE  GROUPS 


AGE 

90 

OVER 

8S89 
8064 
75-79 


MALE 

— I — I — I — I — I — I — I — I — I — I 

CITY     PLANNING     BOARD 

BOSTON  MASS. 

SOURCE       U.S.     CENSUS 
GRAPH  T7T 


60*4 


55S9 


5054 


4549 


FEMALE 


KEY 


NEGRO 

NATIVE  WHITE  NATIVE  PARENTS^ 
NATIVE WHITEFO REIGN  FfcRENTS | 
FOREIGN  BORN  WHITE 


AGE 

90 
OVER 

-8589 

8084 
75-79 


4239  3633  30  27  2421  18  15  12  9    6    3   0    3    6   9    12  15  18  2124  2730  3336  3942 
POPULATION  IN  THOUSANDS 

POPULATION     OF  BOSTON     IN    1930 

BY    SEX,  ORIGIN  AND  FIVEYEAR  AGE  GROUPS 

Property  Ot 
80ST0N  KEDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 
, Library 


—Sr- " 


Properly  Ui 

8OST0N  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHUWII 

Library 


